Fixed Penalty Notice for unauthorised absence
Regular and punctual attendance of pupils at school is both a legal requirement and essential for pupils to maximise the educational opportunities available to them. In law, an offence occurs if a parent/carer fails to secure their child's attendance at school and that absence is not authorised by the school.  The definition of the parent/carer is set out in section 576 of the Education Act 1996.
Sections 444A and 444B of the Education Act 1996 provide that certain cases of unauthorised absence can be dealt with by way of a penalty notice.
This may lead to the school referring “unauthorised school absences” to the Local Authority requesting a Fixed Penalty Notice to be issued.

Penalties for unauthorised absence

	Timeline

	One child
	Two Children



	Paid within 28 days
	£60 per Fixed Penalty Notice

	£60 per child = £120 



	After 28 days and within 42 days
	£120 per Fixed Penalty Notice
	£120 per child = £240 

	After 42 days


	Non-payment of a penalty notice will trigger prosecution procedures brought under section 444 of the Education Act 1996.

“Failing to secure attendance at school”
	Non-payment of a penalty notice will trigger prosecution procedures brought under section 444 of the Education Act 1996. “ Failing to secure attendance at school”


The penalty notice measures will support Local Authorities and schools in ensuring parents/carers fulfil their responsibilities by ensuring their children regularly attend school. These measures are severe but we believe that regular and high attendance is in every pupil’s best interests and helps to maximise their achievements and enjoyment of school.
This Policy reflects accurately the current legislation and as a school, we have a duty to point this out to parents/carers/guardians.

· Further details and background information can be found at the Flintshire County Council website
· Welsh Government
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/dcells/publications/130925-guidance-regular-non-attendance-en.pdf
