
Ysgol y Llan – Curriculum for Wales 

2022

‘A school’s curriculum is everything a learner experiences in pursuit of the four purposes. It 
is not simply what we teach, but how we teach and crucially, why we teach it.’ 

Welsh Government



Our school’s vision is ‘Growing and Learning together at through Faith, Friends and Fun. 

We wish to equip our learners with the knowledge, skills & experiences to succeed, to be happy and confident in an ever-changing world, to 
respect themselves, each other and the world around us. 

We listened to learners, parents, staff, governors and our local community. These 10 key words occurred most frequently when discussing our 
school.

Engaging, Enterprising, Inclusive, Nurturing, Caring, Safe, Creative, Passionate, Togetherness and Family.

In consultation with staff, we created our set of values (RESPECT) through shared beliefs of what we want our learners to be. We are working together 
to establish how we all want to be treated and we want values which will have a positive impact on the culture of our school. 

Respectful, Ethically-informed, Safe & healthy, Perseverance, Experiences, Confidence, Togetherness. 

Our core Christian values:  

After consultation with staff, parents and governors it was agreed that the core Christian values which we had previously developed are all  
still relevant today. Through our Christian Ethos, daily worship and weekly Church services, we endeavour to develop our core Christian 

values: 

TRUST
FRIENDSHIP

PERSEVERANCE
RESPECT

TRUTHFULNESS

Our vision and values



Education in Wales is changing 

The Welsh Government’s rationale for the new curriculum is that the world is changing, and we need new 
ideas and creative use of technology. 

To address these challenges, the Welsh Government wants to make sure that your child has the 
knowledge, skills and experiences they’ll need to make the most of life. 

Curriculum for Wales:
● Became statutory for all primary schools in September 2022.

● All secondary school pupils will be taught the new curriculum by the 2026/27 academic year. 
● The qualifications your child studies from 14-16 will fit with the new curriculum.

Our curriculum here at Ysgol y Llan is built on the guiding principles of Curriculum for Wales, but takes 
account of our children, families and the communities that we live in. 

We aim to deliver a curriculum that provides our learners with the necessary knowledge, skills and 
experiences to develop the four purposes of the curriculum across all areas of learning. 

We aim to provide our learners with the necessary knowledge and skills to thrive in the modern world 
locally, nationally and globally.



Ysgol y Llan – Four core purposes

Every aspect of our curriculum will be developed to enable our learners to achieve the four core purposes set out in the curriculum for Wales 
guidance. The knowledge, skills and experiences that our learners will acquire in our school will be planned out with our learner needs and the 

four purposes at the heart of each decision made.

Each of our curriculum themes will have one of the four purposes as a focus to ensure each of the purposes are developed thoroughly each year. 
This doesn’t mean they will be viewed in isolation as all of the purposes will be developed throughout each theme. 

Improving education is the Welsh Government’s national mission. They state that nothing is so essential as universal access to, and acquisition of, the 
experiences, knowledge and skills that our young people need for employment, lifelong learning and active citizenship. 

The four purposes are the shared vision and aspiration for every child and young person in Wales and lie at the heart of curriculum development. These are 
outlined below. 



Ysgol y Llan – Areas of Learning

Subjects have been replaced with six Areas of learning and experience. 

The Curriculum for Wales guidance promotes collaboration and cross-disciplinary planning, learning and teaching, both within and
across the different Areas. The guidance states that this will enable learners to build connections across their learning and combine 

different experiences, knowledge and skills.

Our curriculum:
● Interdisciplinary approach for our topic work combining all the areas of learning within a topic. 

● Disciplinary approach for Mathematics & Numeracy, Language, Literacy and Communication and Health & Well-being. 

Our curriculum is a flexible framework which leaves scope for individual teachers to introduce well-considered innovations to meet 
the needs of all learners as well as listening to our learners, taking into consideration their opinion on what they want to learn about 

within our topics. 



Ysgol y Llan – Skills and themes

Numeracy, literacy and digital competence are cross curricular skills and will be developed 
throughout the curriculum as well as the five cross cutting themes and the integral skills 

outlined below.  



Ysgol y Llan – What matters most in our curriculum

Our curriculum has been designed so that the 
statements of what matters are developed each 

year. 

The What Matters Statements for each Area are 
the basis of our planning for progression, depth 

and breadth of skills & knowledge.

These ensure a level of consistency across the 
school, as learners develop an understanding of all 

statements. 

The process of exploring and revisiting these 
statements enables our learners to develop 

deeper knowledge over the learning continuum 
and progress to a more sophisticated 

understanding of the key knowledge, ideas and 
principles in each Area of Learning. 



Ysgol y Llan – What we will teach in our curriculum?

Cycle A

Big wide world Industry & technology Myths & Legends Living things

Cycle B

Conflict & cooperation Out of this world Diversity and Wales Body, mind & spirit

We looked at the Curriculum for Wales guidance and identified the key areas that we wanted our children to learn about. We unpicked the what 
matters statements and identified key themes which would be central to our curriculum which are outlined above. 

The staff will agree on the statements of what matters to be covered within each topic and these will be developed across each class during the 
theme. The descriptions of learning will help guide planning to ensure progression as the learners move through the school. 

Staff will work together to ensure the content taught is learnt and then studied in greater depth as the learner's progress. This will enable us to 
develop a coherent approach where progress can be discussed regularly and assessed.  



Ysgol y Llan – Planning the curriculum

Learner voice

When planning what to teach our learners, all aspects of 
Curriculum for Wales guidance are considered. We aim to provide 

our learners with the necessary knowledge and skills by directly 
teaching them. 

During the engagement and immersion activities at the beginning of each 
topic, learners have the opportunity to ask questions and give suggestions 

about what they would like to learn about. 

The teacher always sets the direction and plans the learning in accordance 
with the needs of the learners in the class. 

However, wriggle room is allowed for learners to take their learning in 
certain directions as long as it develops the key knowledge, skills and 

concepts set by the teachers. 



Ysgol y Llan – Teaching & Learning

Effective pedagogy is paramount to supporting progression. In order to 
realise the four purposes and achieve the intended aims of our 

curriculum. The 12 pedagogical principles set out in the curriculum for 
Wales framework provide the focus of the pedagogy in each class as 

well as the approaches outlined on the right. We want to ensure that all 
learners receive the same high-quality teaching throughout their 

journey at Ysgol y Llan.

Pedagogical principles (PP)

Create authentic contexts for 
learning (1)

Encourage learners to take 
responsibility for their own 

learning (2)

Support social and emotional 
development & positive 

relationships (3)

Encourage collaboration (4) Sustained pupil effort to reach 
high but achievable targets (5)

Employing a broad repertoire 
of teaching approaches (6)

Promote problem solving, 
creative and critical thinkers (7)

Build on previous knowledge 
& experience to engage 

interest (8)

Focus on the four purposes (9) Use assessment for learning 
to accelerate progress (10)

Make connections within & 
across areas of learning 

experience (11)

Reinforce cross curricular 
responsibilities; Literacy, 

Numeracy and DC (12)

How do we teach in Ysgol y Llan?



Principles of Progression

Increasing breadth and depth of knowledge Deepening understanding of the ideas and disciplines within the 
areas

Increasing effectiveness as a learner

Making connections and transferring learning into new contexts Refinement and growing sophistication in the use and application of skills

Ysgol y Llan – Progression

Within curriculum for Wales guidance, there are descriptions of learning for each statement of what matters which are utilised to guide what 
progression should look like within our curriculum and the expected pace of progression. 

Progression in learning is a process of developing and improving in skills and knowledge over time. Supporting learners to make progress is a 
fundamental driver of our curriculum. 

The descriptions of learning and the principles of progression outlined below have informed our curriculum design, classroom planning and 
assessment arrangements. 

Learner progression along a continuum of learning from ages 3 to 16 is central to Curriculum for Wales. 



Descriptions of learning example - Humanities 

Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges and opportunities that face humanity, and are able to take considered and ethical action.

Progression step 1 Progression step 2 Progression step 3

I am beginning to understand that we 
need to respect others.

I have an awareness of what is right and wrong and that my 
actions should reflect that.

I can understand that not everyone is treated fairly.

I am beginning to understand what human rights are and why 
they are important.

I can understand that we need to respect the rights of others.

I have an understanding that injustice and inequality exist in societies. I also 
have an understanding of what human rights are and why they are important to 
me and other people.

I can explain who is responsible for upholding rights in my locality and in Wales, 
as well as in the wider world. I also have an understanding that some people are 
denied their rights.

I can recognise that there is a difference between wants, needs and rights.

I am beginning to appreciate and care for living things and my 
own environment.

I can take care of resources and not waste them, and I am 
conscious of the importance of creating a sustainable future.

I can understand that there are a range of factors that influence people’s 
behaviour, actions and decisions.

I can understand the consequences of my actions and the actions of others, and 
how these affect local, national and global issues.

I am beginning to understand that my 
actions and those of others have 
consequences.

I can recognise the importance of the different rules, roles and 
responsibilities within the various communities to which I 
belong.

I can understand that there are a range of factors that influence my and other 
people’s behaviours, actions and decisions, and that these include ethical and 
moral judgements and viewpoints.

I can understand the consequences of my actions and the actions of others, and 
how these affect my locality and Wales, as well as the wider world.

I can participate in decision-making, and I can share opinions and evidence with 
decision-makers and elected representatives in my community.

I can contribute actively and constructively to my community.

I can recognise that my actions and those of others impact upon 
communities and the environment.

I have planned and taken an active role in response to challenges and 
opportunities in my local community, or in Wales or the wider world, and I have 
done so individually or as part of a team.



In curriculum for Wales, there are three aims of assessment:  

• Supporting individual learner progression on an ongoing, day-to-day basis
• Identifying, capturing and reflecting on individual learner progress over time

• Understanding group progress in order to reflect on practice. 

Assessment is fundamental to the learning process and will be embedded within our day-to-day planning and practice. We will assess 
our learners’ progression based around our bespoke curriculum and against our planned learning intentions. 

Your children will work with staff to understand how well they’re doing in order to help them:
• see where they are in their learning

• plan their next learning steps
• spot any issues or extra support they need

We use a variety of strategies for formative assessment including providing feedback to learners, creating and assessing against success 
criteria as well as self-assessment and peer-assessment. 

We utilise the National personalised assessments twice annually to provide teachers with a formative tool to reflect on learners’ 
strengths and areas of improvement in reading and numeracy. We use other standardised assessments to provide quantitative data as 

well as qualitative data to support learner progression. This information will be shared with parents each term. 

There will no longer be end of Key Stage levels. Learning isn’t always linked to their age. It won’t happen in the same way, or at the 

same time for everyone.

How do we assess at Ysgol y Llan?



Assessment in the new curriculum is about continuously assessing learners’ progress – not making one-off 
judgements at specific points in time.

Assessment needs to reflect that learners’ progression may be varied with different strengths and needs to 
improve so it doesn’t make sense to categorise learners into a particular ‘best fit’ level.

Experience has shown that a ‘best fit’ approach can provide limited information about a learner as strength 
in one aspect of learning can hide a need for further support elsewhere. Foundation Phase outcomes and 

National Curriculum subject levels, therefore, no longer exist under Curriculum for Wales and as mentioned 
above, the end of phase and stage assessments will be removed.

Why have levels been replaced?



Ysgol y Llan – The Whitford Way

We develop learners holistically. We will make sure our curriculum is suitable 
for learners of differing ages, abilities and aptitudes. Person-centred planning is 

a vital element of our curriculum across the school. 

A person-centred planning approach, quality class-based teaching and learning 
experiences, quality universal provision and additional learning needs support 

ensure that all children are fully engaged in their learning and able to make 
progress at their own level.

Inclusive Cymraeg

Outdoor learning  Wellbeing 

At Ysgol Y Llan we aim to promote a strong Welsh ethos, providing a range of 
enriching activities that propel the learners to enjoy learning Welsh. As the first 
school in North Wales to achieve the Aur Award in Cymraeg Campus, we aspire 

to be sector leading in this area.

Cymraeg campus targets along with the Criw Cymraeg are a fundamental part 
of Cymraeg in our school. The ten Cymraeg Campus targets are embedded 
across the school and we continue to build upon previous achievements,

Wellbeing is at the core of Ysgol Y Llan.

The wellbeing of our pupils, staff and parents is a top priority. We have an open 
door policy and listening to our audience is key. Pupil voice is a strong feature 
of our school and we use this information along with feedback from parents, 
staff and governors to ensure that we put the wellbeing of all at the forefront 

of what we do in school.

Five Ways to Wellbeing and Jig Saw are utilised to deliver appropriate sessions 
across the school and allow times for reflection.

At Ysgol Y Llan, we use the outdoor environment to enhance children’s learning 
experiences.  Outdoor learning promotes wellbeing but also boosts confidence, 

social skills, communication, motivation, physical skills, knowledge and 
understanding. 

Learning in the outdoors supports our desires to increase children's self-
esteem, self-confidence and the ability to work cooperatively. We want our 

children to have full respect for themselves, for each other and for the 
environment around them.



Curriculum for Wales summary





Any questions, 

suggestions or 

feedback? 



Growth 
Mindset

Active 
Learning

Problem 
Solving

Golden 
Rules

We are 
gentle

We are 
kind & 
helpful

We listen

We are 
honest

We 
persevere

We are 
respectful

Ysgol Y Llan 

Curriculum Rationale

Our School Vision & Values
Growing and Learning together at Ysgol y Llan to equip 

our learners to succeed, to be happy and confident in an 
ever-changing world, to respect themselves, each other 
and the world around us. These 10 key words occurred 
most frequently when our stakeholders described our 

school and our vision included:

Engaging, Enterprising, Inclusive, Nurturing, 

Caring, Safe, Creative, Passionate, 

Togetherness and Family.

Exciting Opportunities

Learners will have a strong voice to influence their learning. Teachers will 
consider the needs, views and stages of learners and design exciting, 
challenging and progressive experiences across all AoLEs.

Learning Outdoors

Learning experiences will develop and embed the four purposes. The 
curriculum will provide authentic and fun learning experiences within our 
local community always encouraging pupils to enjoy a healthy lifestyle.

Classroom Climate

Learners will influence the design of their learning environment. They 
will have opportunities to work in ways that enhance their learning and 
also to present their work in their own unique personal way.

Digital 
Learning

Pupil led 
Enquiry

Play and 
Explore

Learning for 
Sustainability

The 
Downing 
& Mostyn 
Estates

Community 
Involvement

Learners celebrate the 

Welsh language, culture 

and heritage 

throughout their work.

Our Cluster Vision
Our vision is for a learner to have experiences in pursuit of 
the four core purposes. It is not simply what we teach, but 

how we teach and crucially, why we teach it.

Lighting a fire in learning through collaboration, 
communication and co-operation.

.
Our Core Christian 

Values
TRUST

FRIENDSHIP
PERSEVERANCE

RESPECT
TRUTHFULNESS


