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Growing & Learning Together Through
Faith, Friends and Fun.

Tyfu a Dysgu Gyda’n Gilydd trwy
Ffydd, Ffrindiau a Hwyl.

Dear Parents and Carers,

January has absolutely flown by, but it has already been a very productive month in school. Pupils have
settled quickly back into routines and continue to show enthusiasm and positive attitudes towards their
learning. This month, | have also been out on inspection, which has been a very valuable professional
experience and an opportunity to reflect on effective practice. Within school, Dosbarth 3 have worked
alongside Ysgol Trelawnyd and Ysgol Bro Carmel on an expressive arts project, which has been a fantastic
collaborative experience for pupils. We also welcomed a full hall to our Criw Cymraeg Santes Dwynwen event
— it was wonderful to see so many families engaging with the Welsh language and school life.

Nursery Admissions — September 2026

The closing date for applications is Monday 16th February. Please ensure applications are submitted on
time. If you require support or have any questions about the process, contact the school office.
https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Schools/Admissions/School-Admissions.aspx

Holiday Club Update

Thank you to everyone who expressed interest in Holiday Club provision. After reviewing the responses and
projected staffing requirements, we were unfortunately unable to run Holiday Club during the February half
term due to low numbers. The committee will review this again for the Easter holidays, and we remain keen to
develop this provision in a sustainable way for families.

Urdd & Cymraeq

Pupils have been busy creating artwork for competitions, practising Welsh poems and recitation, and building
confidence in speaking Cymraeg. It would be wonderful to see more families engaging with Urdd activities this
year. Participation has a strong impact on pupils’ confidence, oracy skills and sense of belonging within Welsh
culture. A dedicated information page is included later in this newsletter.

Attendance & Holidays

Improving attendance remains a national priority and is a key action for our school. Regular attendance has a
direct impact on pupils’ progress, wellbeing and friendships. As a school average, our attendance remains
strong at 95.6%. | would like to express my thanks to all of you who continue to work with us to improve this!
Please remember that all absences must be reported to the school office, not directly to staff. The
office email is monitored during the school day and ensures safeguarding procedures are followed.
Any holidays or longer periods of absence must be discussed with me in advance.
https.//fforms.office.com/e/TCya4Rb4xL

Clerk to the Governors Vacancy

Our Governing Body is seeking to appoint a Clerk to the Governors. This is an important role supporting
governance, meetings and statutory procedures. If you, or someone you know, may be interested, further
details are included later in this newsletter. Please contact the school office for more information.

Office hours
| wish to remind parents that the school phone may not be answered after 2:30pm during the week. We will
however, do our best to ensure this is monitored as much as possible.

Mr Williams

wennaeth / Headteacher /



https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Schools/Admissions/School-Admissions.aspx
https://forms.office.com/e/TCya4Rb4xL
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ﬂuesday 3rd February - Dodgeball Event at Ysgol y LIlan Dosbarth h

\

1pm-2:30pm — PE Kits

Monday 9th February 2026 - Children’s Mental Health Week
Tuesday 10th February 2026 - Safer Internet Day

Friday 13th February - Last day of half term

Monday 16th February - Nursery admissions closing date.
Monday 23rd February 2026- Pupils back in school
Wednesday 25th -Friday 27th February Nant BH for Dosbarth 3.

Monday 2nd March - School Eisteddfod - Pupils wear red, white or

green.
Tuesday 3rd March - 9-12pm - Music Workshop Dosbarth 3.
Thursday 5th March - Tag Rugby event

Friday 6th March 2026 - World Book Day

Monday 9th March - Science Week

Thursday 12th March - Governors meeting

Friday 13th March 2026 — Mother’s Day Tea and Cake 3-4pm
(time change) Donations welcome.

W/C 3rd March - Assessment Week Week

W/B Monday 16th March 2026 - Parents’ Evening - Classes will
have different times - TBC

Tuesday 17th March - Tag Rugby at Ysgol Mornant - Dosbarth 3.

Wednesday 25th March 2026 - Easter Bingo - 5-6:30pm PTA
Thursday 26th - Year 4-6 Music Project at Bro Carmel.

* Friday 27th March - School breaks up for half term

Tel: 01745 560431 | Email: whmail@hwbcymru.net | www.ysgolyllan.couk [
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e Vibrant & Fun space.

« Stimulating outdoor areas.
* Small group numbers.

» 30 hours childcare offer.

e Close links with the school




Opportunity - Clerk to the

Governors

Clerk to the Governors — Vacancy Information

Our school governors are looking to appoint a Clerk to the Governing Body. This is an
important behind-the-scenes role that helps the governors work effectively and make
sure the school meets all legal and procedural requirements.

You do not need to be a teacher or have worked in a school before. Organisation,
reliability and good communication skills are the most important qualities. Training and
guidance can be provided. Please contact the school office if you are interested and
have any questions.

What does a Clerk to the Governors do?

The Clerk supports the governors by:

*Organising meetings (usually 6 full meetings per year, plus some committee meetings)
*Preparing and sending out agendas and paperwork before meetings

*Attending meetings and taking clear, accurate minutes

*Keeping records of decisions and actions

*Making sure the Governing Body follows the correct procedures and legal
requirements

*Keeping information confidential and well organised

*Supporting new governors with paperwork and records

Skills that would be helpful

*Good organisation and time management

*Confident writing skills (for minute taking)

*Ability to use email and basic computer programs
*Reliability and attention to detail

*Ability to be impartial and professional

Knowledge of school governance is helpful but not essential.

Time commitment

Most work can be done from home. The role involves:
*Attending evening meetings (Normally 6pm-8pm)
*Preparing paperwork beforehand

*Writing up minutes afterwards

Why this role matters

The Clerk plays a key part in helping governors support the school, staff and pupils. It is
a valuable way to contribute to the school community and local education.

If you are interested or would like to know more, please contact the school office for
further details.




Cornel Cymraeg/

Welsh Corner

/Information about registering children for the Urdd Gobaith Cymru Eisteddfod. This is something we would now \
like pupils to begin exploring if you have an interest. Thank you to those who have done already!
The Urdd Eisteddfod is an annual competition through the medium of Welsh, offering a wide range of
opportunities throughout the year. Competitions are available for both first-language Welsh speakers and Welsh
learners. This is an optional competition, although we will be exploring some of these areas in school as part of
pupils’ Cymraeg work.

Our main focus this year will be:
eIndividual instrumental music pieces
*Art

*Poetry recitation

| have worked closely with the Urdd in previous schools and also competed in the Urdd myself as a child. These
opportunities help to develop confidence and public performance skills, and | would strongly recommend taking
part if you feel this would interest and benefit your child. Competitions are often performed in front of large
audiences, particularly as pupils progress through each stage.

We encourage families to explore the full range of activities by visiting the Urdd website:
https://www.urdd.cymru/en/eisteddfod/mon-2026/cystadlu-yn-eisteddfod-yr-urdd-2025/

Membership and Costs

For the 2025-2026 period (based on current pricing), Urdd membership costs are approximately:
*£10 for individual membership

*£25 for family membership (3 or more children)

*£1 for pupils eligible for free school meals

How to Join

Families will need to:

*Visit the Urdd Gobaith Cymru website and use Y Porth to create an account or log in
*Complete membership payment through this system (this must be paid by families)
*Ensure the website language is set to English, if needed

Further details can be found at the link above.

Over the next few weeks, we will be teaching selected poems in preparation for our School Eisteddfod. Pupils who
learn their piece well and who are registered Urdd members will then be eligible to progress to the Urdd
Eisteddfod.

How the Competition Progresses: Each stage normally includes a preliminary and a final round. Preliminaries are
usually in the morning, with 1st and 2nd place progressing to the next round in the afternoon. Families should
expect to be available for the entire day on competition days.

Cluster / Area Round: Saturday 8th March 2026
Location: Ysgol y Gwynedd, Flintshire
Pupils placing 1st or 2nd progress to the regional round.

Regional Round: Saturday 21st March 2026
Venue: Theatr y Stiwt, Rhosllanerchrugog, Wrexham, LL14 1RB
Pupils placing 1st or 2nd progress to the national stage.

National Urdd Eisteddfod

If your child reaches this stage, you will be expected to attend Anglesey on Saturday, 23 May 2026.

The National Urdd Eisteddfod 2026 will take place on Ynys Mén at the Anglesey Agricultural Showground near
\Gwalchmai, from approximately 25-31 May 2026. This is a week-long celebration of Welsh language and culture /



https://www.urdd.cymru/en/eisteddfod/mon-2026/cystadlu-yn-eisteddfod-yr-urdd-2025/

Newyddion Dosbarth 1
Class 1 News

Brrrrrrr what a chilly month!!

But we have loved discovering all about winter down in Dosbarth
1. We have been busy exploring signs of winter, what animals get
up to in winter and animals that live in the very cold countries. We
listened to lots of winter poems and worked together to write our
own poems and used our digital skills to redraft them and create
fantastic pictures to go with them.

Outdoors we investigated how many polar bears we could balance
on an iceberg, moved our muscles to keep us warm and followed
an assault course around the playground.

In our maths we have been exploring winter patterns, learning all
about heavy and light and had great fun playing the build a
snowmen game! In our Welsh sessions we have been trying really
hard with the Helpwr Heddiw questions and enjoying setting up a
picnic

Towards the end of the month, we listened to and acted out the
story of Chinese New Year and made our own new year resolutions
on wish wands

Ysgol y Llan VA Primary School

Growing and Learning Together through Faith, Friends & Fun
Tyfu a Dysgu Gyda'n Gilydd trwy Ffydd, Ffrindiau a Hwyl 2
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Challenge: How many
polar bears can you
balance on the iceberg?!

PIC-COLLAGE

1/




Newyddion Dosbarth 2
Class 2 News

Fantastic fractions have been on the menu in Dosbarth 2 this half term! The
children have been making pizza fractions, working out fractions of amounts,
and creating colourful fraction wands.

Our new topic is all about diversity in Wales. We have been learning that
diversity means celebrating differences, so we have been outside taking
pictures of the diverse range of plants and trees we have in our school
grounds. We used these photos to help us draw some different plants and
trees. We have also discussed how humans can be diverse, and our pupils
have created wonderful collages of people who live in Wales.

Nila Ann is a Welsh artist who sells her work in her shop in Llanrwst. We
loved her colourful, digital images of local towns so much that we have tried
to replicate her style by using J2Create and collage work to draw daffodils.
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Newyddion Dosbarth 3
Class 3 News

The class have settled back in really well after the Christmas break, returning with a
positive attitude and a real eagerness to learn, which has been lovely to see. We are just
about to finish our class novel “When the Sky Falls’, a story that has captured the
children’s interest and prompted some thoughtful discussions - please ask them about
it. Alongside this, we have begun our new topic. So far we’ve looked at Welsh history,
starting by exploring what life was like before castles, learning about the Celts and
Romans, and developing a growing understanding of life during these periods. We are
now focusing on the impact the Normans had on Wales after 1066, particularly through
the building of castles, churches and monasteries, and the children have shown great
curiosity and enthusiasm so far. This week, we also had a fantastic expressive arts
morning at Ysgol Bro Carmel, where the children engaged enthusiastically in creative
activities, and we will be working towards a performance inspired by this experience
with further sessions planned. As always, the class was a real credit to yourselves,
demonstrating excellent behaviour and a positive attitude throughout.
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ALN

Welsh Government are running a short survey for parents and
carers to gather feedback on the provision of Additional Learning
Needs (ALN) Advocacy.

We would be very grateful if you could support the promotion of
this survey, to help ensure parent and carer voices are heard. Please
share with parents as appropriate.

The feedback collected will be vital in understanding current
experiences and informing future improvements to ALN advocacy

services.

Advocacy survey for parents and carers — Fill in form

Ein Eglwys

Our Church
/%eSngl/aée:Wneé(ghFeb

' Join us for fun crafts and activitlies on'

Sunday. 8" February

A relaxed all-age afternoon exploring

love. kindness. and creativity.

Everyone welcome!

Whitgord School 4pm



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furlsand.esvalabs.com%2F%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fforms.office.com%252FPages%252FResponsePage.aspx%253Fid%253DUg4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5kyiM8I32989BtUBHwntvYZ5URUFVQ0ZBWjgzU1FUUlAyUzAwRUZBTkRNQi4u%26e%3D6ab4c3f7%26h%3D0e772d8f%26f%3Dy%26p%3Dy&data=05|02|whhead%40Hwbcymru.net|7fd5d50f652c4e767f8908de5f423958|4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993|0|0|639052935239877704|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=41my0DtuEubyRwAu%2BNf%2FNZjnYqYKps9bBSdTHTcaM34%3D&reserved=0




Equatesto...

Serious
Concern
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A message from
Mr Williams

Whilst attendance remains one
of our school additional
priorities for 2026, can | thank
all of you who continue to arrive
on time at 8:55am each
morning. Punctuality is so
important and it helps our day
run smoothly. A number of you
requested holidays last term.
As stated, holidays in term time
will be recorded as
unauthorised. As headteacher,

Current Class1 | Class 2
whole school

attendance

This week

99.2% | 98.4%

January
Whole School
attendance for

September-
January

98.1% | 96.6%

Ysgol y Llan - Application Form for
Pupil Term Time Leave of Absence
(2025 - 2026)

Class 3

it is my job to monitor
attendance. Frequent absences
will have a negative affect on
your child's overall attendance
and development. Again, if
attendance percentages are
frequently low, then | will need
to discuss this with you and/ or
the Attendance Officers at
Flintshire.

If you do decide to go ahead with
your arrangements please
complete the form below for the
Headteacher at least four weeks
before your intended

holiday. Once you have
completed the form, please send
a message to the school office or
to whhead@hwbcymru to alert us
that your request is waiting for
approval.

\_

/
<

Leave of Absence Form

-

https.//forms.office.com/
e/TCya4dRb4xL
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